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mother from a natural daughter of Charles Quint. She
was daughter of a petty Duke of Parma, and of a
mother, entirely Austrian, sister of the Dowager Em-
press and of the Dowager Queen of Spain (whose acts
had excited such disapproval that she was sent from
her exile at Toledo to Bayonne), sister too of the Queen
of Portugal, who had induced the King, her husband,
to receive the Archduke at Lisbon, and to carry the war
into Spain. It did not seem reasonable, therefore, that
such a Princess would be accepted as a wife for the
King of Spain.

Nothing of all this, however, stopped the Princesse
cles Ursins; her own interest was the most pressing
consideration with her; the will of the King of Spain
was entirely subject to her; she felt all the change
towards her of our King and of Madame de Main-
tenon ; she no longer hoped for a return of their favour;
she believed that she must look around for support
against the very authority which had established her
so powerfully, and which could destroy her; and occu-
pied herself solely in pushing forward a marriage from
which she expected everything by making the same
use of the new queen as she had made of the one just
dead. The King of Spain was devout, he absolutely
wanted a wife, the Princesse des Ursins was of an age
when her charms were but the charms of art; in a word,
she set Alberoni to work, and it may be believed she
was not scrupulous as to her means as soon as they
were persuaded at Parma that she was serious and not
joking. Orry, always united with Madame des Ur-
sins, and all-powerful by her means, was her sole
confidant in this important affair.